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Federal Student Aid has $100 billion available to help 
students like you go to college and pursue your dreams.

What is Federal Student Aid? An office of the U.S. Department of Education, Federal Student Aid awards federal financial aid in the form 
of grants, low-interest loans and work-study to help students like you further your education beyond high school—whether at a two-year 
technical or trade school, a two-year college, or a four-year college. 

Who is eligible to apply for federal financial aid? U.S. citizens and eligible non-citizens can apply for federal financial aid. You should 
apply regardless of your grades or your family’s financial situation because a variety of factors determine eligibility for federal aid.

How do I apply for federal financial aid? Start by filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid—commonly called the FAFSASM—
the qualifying form for all federal and government-guaranteed aid programs, as well as for many state, regional, and institutional student aid 
programs. Remember, it’s always FREE to apply.

When should I apply? It’s best to complete the FAFSA as soon as possible after January 1st of each year that you will attend college in 
order to make certain you meet the deadlines for all aid programs for which you are eligible. Note: Many states and schools have early 
deadlines. Contact your school to find out about any applicable deadlines that may affect you. 

Where can I find and complete the FAFSA? The quickest and easiest way to complete the FAFSA is online (college.gov). If you don’t 
have Internet access, call 1-800-4-FED-AID to request a paper copy of the FAFSA.

Where can I find more information? Visit college.gov for additional information on planning and paying for college. 

I ’m going to college to
be a medical assistant. 

Are you going?
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